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Welcome 
The 
NeWesT
JuNior 
WriTers 

Tristan Woodbury (14)
Tristan is a precision long-
range rifle shooter just 
getting started in 3-Gun, 
including airsoft 3-Gun. He 
loves shooting and running 
3-Gun stages.

Nolan Loughry (17)
Nolan has only been shooting 
trap for a short time within the 
SCTP program. He qualified 
in 2014 for Nationals as 
part of the JV Division, 
but could not attend due to 
scheduling conflicts.   This 
past July, Nolan qualified for 
a fourth consecutive year for 
Nationals, where his squad 
won first place in the Varsity 
Division.

Kierra Smith (13)
Kierra just started shooting 
3-Gun with the Junior 
Shooters team in early 2015. 
She really enjoys the sport 
and loves the competition. 
Her smile is really big when 
she beats her brother.
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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, 
training, and participating in shooting activities, Junior Shooters 
insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-
approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs 
taken in which the camera is in front of the firing line, or what 
would be the firing line, are made using a remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented in this 
magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof 
may be restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  
Prospective purchasers should consult the local law enforcement authorities 
in their area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, equipment, 
and components under particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of 
which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has 
not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept no responsibility for 
any liability, injuries, or damages arising out of any person’s attempt to rely upon 
any information contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

Winter blows in the sleet, the snow, and sometimes 
even the ho-hums. There are still shooting-related 
activities that can be accomplished such as reloading, 
getting your guns and gear ready for the spring season, 
or reading up on techniques to improve your shooting. 
Most people kind of put their actual shooting on hold, 
maybe go to a local indoor range occasionally, or 
practice with a laser. There are other options.

Let’s see how we can improve your shooting over 
the winter and make you even better for the coming 
season. Try airgun competition sports. What? You say. 
How is shooting airgun going to improve my regular 
shooting? Breathing, focus, body position, eyes on the 
“Front Sight,” strategy, stage operation, transitions, 
familiarity with your firearms, reloading, movement, 
response time, learning how to sweep plate racks 
correctly, long-range equivalent training, and building 
confidence can all be accomplished while shooting 
airguns indoors.

Contact the Civilian Marksmanship Program, NRA, 
or USA Shooting for Olympic-style air rifle and air 
pistol competitions in your area. It is an inexpensive 
sport, and you can shoot in the Sporter rifle category 
pretty cheaply using a Crosman Challenger PCP & 
CO2 rifle from Pyramyd Air for $509.99. Pyramyd Air 
also has competitive air pistols in the same price range.

Contact the NRA or Daisy for information on 
International BB gun competitions. YES, BB 
competitions with single-shot BB guns at paper targets: 
standing, kneeling, and prone.

Checkout International Air Shooting Sports (IASS) 
and 3-Gun using airsoft and airgun. Yep, rifle, pistol, 
and shotgun airgun competitions that provide plenty of 
practice. (See the article in the last issue Volume 21 
Summer 2015.)

You can also set up your own 3-Gun competition, 
as we have done, using airsoft guns from Umarex and 
Pyramyd Air, and plan on expanding to pellet-gun 
operations using the new airgun line from Sig Sauer 
and others (more on this new line coming soon in the 
magazine). Targets can be big or small. Scenarios can 

be made challenging and you can use all three types of 
firearms. You can do drills, individual training, and run 
competitions either informally or formally. Try it out. If 
you need help, just give me call.

SAFETY NOTE: Always wear glasses while shooting 
any type of airgun, even airsoft! Steel BBs bounce! 
They should only be used on paper targets with the 
right backstop. You might want to check out the new 
copper/lead BBs from Air Venturi available at Pyramyd 
Air.

Don’t Lose Your Momentum Over Winter!
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By Josh Lantz, 
Traditions Media

Parents are busy people. We work. We 
shuffle our kids here and there. And at this 
time of year – when so many hunting and 
fishing opportunities exist – we occasionally 
find time to enjoy the sanctity of the great 
outdoors.

It can be easy to use hunting or fishing 
as an excuse to leave the kids or the family 
behind for some quality time alone. That’s 
fine. We all need to escape. But don’t 
overlook the present and future rewards that 
come from providing your children with a 
proper introduction to the traditional outdoor 
sports. And, most importantly, don’t blow it 
once you’ve made the commitment. Make 
too many mistakes and you’ll risk quashing 
their enthusiasm for future outings, maybe 
for good. Follow some general guidelines, 
however, and you’ll spark the flame that 
feeds a lifetime of passion for the outdoors.

Choose the right kind of hunt. Select a 
quarry and location that ensures your kids 
will stay comfortable while still allowing 
a reasonable chance at seeing and bagging 
game. Any type of hunt from a ground blind 
is a great option. Blinds conceal motion 
and nervous energy, allow for comfortable 
seating, and facilitate keeping snacks, warm 
clothes, heaters, books, and even video 
games at the ready. The trick is keeping your 
kids comfortable and happy. Blinds fit the 
bill and serve as comfortable and practical 
“base camps.”

Give them their own equipment. Choose 
a youth bow or firearm that will grow with 

A quality blind is an invaluable tool for keeping kids comfortable and 
concealing nervous energy in the field. Photo courtesy of www.ameristep.com

them. Of course, if your kids are actually 
hunting, practice shooting at home or at 
the range until they become proficient and 
confident. If they are too young to hunt, 
purchase a toy cap gun and instruct your 
youngster on how to handle it and use 
it as if it were a real firearm. Encourage 
them to carry it in the field. This is great 
practice for firearms safety and helps to 
keep kids engaged. Buy them their own 
hunting clothes, too, in order to further their 
excitement and feelings of participation.

Explain what is going on. Some kids are 
capable of simply enjoying the outdoors 
experience, but most will get bored unless 
you involve them in everything that is going 
on. Where are you hunting and why? What 
are you hoping will happen? What are you 
trying to accomplish with your calling? Try 
your best to explain the various outdoor 
sights, sounds, and smells around you.

Don’t hunt or fish too long. If the goal is 
to instill a lifelong love of the outdoors, it 
is critical that each outing be pleasurable. 
When your youngster gets cold, bored, or 
loses interest, it is time to pack it up and 
head for home – with a possible stop to the 
ice cream shop or other special treat reserved 
just for your days afield.

It’s about both of you.
Anyone who has read or heard anything 

about taking youngsters fishing or hunting 
has probably heard that the experience is “all 

about the kids.” This isn’t the entire story. 
Sure, the child’s comfort and enjoyment is 
critical, but don’t forget what you’re getting 
out of the deal. You’re making an investment 
of your time and patience in order to plant a 
seed. Being patient and conscientious now 
will result in a hunting and fishing buddy for 
the rest of your life. There aren’t too many 
parent and child activities that offer this kind 
of mutual enjoyment and meaningful bond.

That said, one of the best ways to 
maximize the return on your investment is 
to adjust your expectations. Focus on seeing 
game instead of taking game. Of course, go 
about things the proper way and you may not 
need to compromise. But just seeing game 
in a hunting situation can be very exciting 
for youngsters, especially if you are excited 
about it too.

When taking kids fishing, especially the 
first few times, leave your rod at home. 
Focus on helping them catch fish instead of 
catching them yourself. Help them. Teach 
them. Again, explain what is going on in 
order to keep them engaged and excited. You 
may think it’s possible, but you cannot do 
these things when you’ve got a rod in your 
own hands. 

Ever wonder what it would be like to 
be a fishing or hunting guide? Take your 
kids hunting or fishing and you’ll get your 
chance. As a guide and father, I can attest 
that the situations are almost the same. My 
kids may not smoke cigars or tell dirty jokes, 
but they are both lousy tippers.

An Investment 
in The Future

How you expose kids to hunting and fishing is critical. Don’t blow it.
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Regardless of whether or not they are ready to hunt, kids need their own hunting 
gear to facilitate practice and give them a sense of engagement while afield with 
mom or dad. 

Photo courtesy of www.barnettcrossbows.com 

Kids love bait and lures. Provide an explanation of what may work best and why, 
but allow them to experiment.  Photo courtesy of www.planomolding.com

A bit of patience 
and sacrifice while 
they’re young leads 
to countless days of 
mutual enjoyment. 
Photo courtesy of 
www.frabill.com

The Payoff
“Hi, Dad. Want to go hunting today?”

Putting the needs of our kids ahead of our own is something every parent is used 
to. Follow the same model when taking your kids afield. Give a bit now and you’ll 
be rewarded when you are old and grey.

How you expose kids to hunting and fishing is critical. Don’t blow it.
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By Andy Fink and Ryker Kelley (14)
We received a special Ruger 10/22 Takedown model earlier this year. It 

is actually a standard 10/22 Takedown inside Ruger’s ballistic nylon case 
(brown versus black synthetic), but it has a wooden stock and came with 
a 10/22 laser from Laser Max which has a barrel band so it attaches to the 
barrel and stock.

For over 50 years, the Ruger 10/22 has probably been America’s favorite 
and most popular .22 rifle. It comes in a wide variety of models and has 
proven performance, a legendary action, and a renowned, reliable rotary 
magazine. It has inspired thousands of juniors, and for many, it was their 
first rifle. It is ideally suited for informal target shooting, “plinking”, small-
game hunting, and action-shooting events. It is actually the most popular rifle 
used in competition at the NSSF’s Rimfire Challenge (previously Ruger® 
Rimfire Challenge). The 10/22 is also the most modified .22 LR rifle with 
many companies providing after-market parts and accessories. 

Ruger says the 10/22 Takedown model is easy. “Easy takedown enables 
quick separation of the barrel from the action for ease of transportation and 
storage. Takedown is as simple as locking the bolt back and verifying that 
the rifle is unloaded, pushing a recessed lever, twisting the subassemblies, 
and pulling them apart.” I wanted to see how true this was; not only putting 
it together and then reassembling it, but also sighting in with the Laser Max 
laser. 

Off to the range. I got one of our juniors, Ryker Kelly, assigned to the 
task along with Ricky Marston looking on. The assembly instructions were 
very clear, and with just a little bit of manipulation, Ryker had it together. 
Mounting the laser actually took more time, and adjusting the laser sight to 
correspond with the iron sights took a while as it was initially off at 25 yards 
by a good foot. We finally got it within 1-2 inches of the iron sights and 
started plinking targets at 25 to 100 yards, even hitting the tiny rifle popper at 
100 yards (with a little adjustment).

This is one sweet rifle. Now I am thinking about all the other accessories 
and mods I want to add to it.

Ryker: At one of the junior shooters’ practices, I got to assemble and shoot a 
Ruger 10/22 Takedown. The Ruger Takedown’s backpack-style bag was very 
organized with plenty of room for ammunition, a cleaning kit, and whatever 
else you would want in there. When the bag is opened to the receiver and 
barrel of the 10/22 Takedown, it opens up like a clamshell and makes easy 
access to the firearm. The Ruger 10/22 Takedown was very easy to assemble. 
Once assembled, the Ruger 10/22 Takedown shot and performed like what 
we have come to expect from the original Ruger 10/22. 

2.

1.

3.

                     Ruger®        
10/22® Takedown
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Legend:
1. Ryker getting ready to open the case.
2. Reading the instructions (yes, it is 

always a good idea.)
3. Holding the stock. Note the custom 

laser engraving of the Black Hills 
Ammunition Logo.

4. Holding the forearm and barrel.
5. Checking the connections on the 

receiver.
6. Putting the two main components 

together.
7. Installing the LaserMax laser and 

adjusting it. Note the Weed Eater used 
as a safety flag. This works really well 
as a safety flag if you don’t have a 
regular one. However, don’t put it in 
a hot barrel and don’t slam the bolt on 
it!!!

8. Ryker sighting in.
7.

8.

4.

5.

6.

Features:
• Easy takedown
• Simple reassembly
• Detachable rotary magazine
• Extended magazine release
• Push-button manual safety
• Combination scope base adapter
• Hammer-forged barrel
• Polymer trigger housing
• Legendary action

                     Ruger®        
10/22® Takedown



Specifications:
• .45 ACP CALIBER
• SA ACTION
• 8+1 CAPACITY
• 4.25” BARREL LENGTH
• DOVETAIL FRONT SIGHT
• FULLY ADJUSTABLE NOVAK-TYPE REAR SIGHT
• BLUE, HARD & BLACK CHROME FINISHES
• CUSTOM HARDWOOD W/ MAC LOGO GRIPS
• 4140 STEEL FRAME/ 4140 HAMMER FORGED STEEL CONSTRUCTION
• ENHANCED THUMB SAFETY/ BEAVERTAIL SAFETY
• 34.58 oz. WEIGHT
• 7.88” LENGTH
• 5.42” HEIGHT
• MSRP: $978
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By Mike Sacks, Dylan Sacks (19), and Dave Furney
I recently had the pleasure of shooting 

this all-stainless 1911. Out of the box I had a 
few failures to go into battery regardless of 
what ammo I used, but that soon went away. 
There is little that I don’t like about it. The 
engraving on it is a bit harsh, but that is pure 
aesthetics.  The functionality is great. This 
pistol has a 4.25-inch barrel and the back of 
the slide is bobbed. I like the red fiber optic 
front sight and the adjustable rear sight. 

During Test firing I found that both the 
ZERO 230gr FMJ + P and the Black Hills 
230gr FMJ to both be accurate holding 
3-inch groups at 7 yards shooting off hand. 
The third ammo I used was white box 
Winchester 230gr FMJ. It worked fine but 
the group was slightly larger. I like the gun. 
It works and is accurate.

Dylan Sacks (19)
Introduced to me was the MAC Bobcut 1911. Though the trigger is a little heavy 

and needs polishing, the rest of the firearm was great. The adjustable sights are 
outstanding and easy to use thanks to the fiber optic front sight. The action was 
smooth and the pistol accepted ball ammo as well as hollow points. The grip feels 
natural, thought the safety felt bulky and would be something that I would swap if 
I owned it myself. 

Dave Furney
Finish was really good. It is an excellent value for the gun. It is not a Colt, or a 

Kimber, but definitely a step up from your entry level 1911. It has a good, crisp 
trigger.

A specially contoured frame heel makes the Bobcut easier and more comfortable 
to conceal. It also has plenty of add-ons found in higher priced guns such as a 
non-skid combat trigger, skeletal hammer, fully adjustable Novak-type rear sight, 
enhanced beavertail safety, and stippled front strap serration.

MAC
Metro Arms Company (MAC) From Eagle Imports
Bobcut 1911

 Features:
• Flared and lowered ejection port to eliminate hangups
• Throated forged steel barrel for added durability 
• Standard slide stop for safety 
• Skeletal combat hammer and combat trigger for sleek aesthetics 
• Rear slide serration for a better grip 
• Stippled front strap serration for grip enhancement 
• Lifetime service contract for original owner



Specifications:
• .45 ACP CALIBER
• SA ACTION
• 8+1 CAPACITY
• 4.25” BARREL LENGTH
• DOVETAIL FRONT SIGHT
• FULLY ADJUSTABLE NOVAK-TYPE REAR SIGHT
• BLUE, HARD & BLACK CHROME FINISHES
• CUSTOM HARDWOOD W/ MAC LOGO GRIPS
• 4140 STEEL FRAME/ 4140 HAMMER FORGED STEEL CONSTRUCTION
• ENHANCED THUMB SAFETY/ BEAVERTAIL SAFETY
• 34.58 oz. WEIGHT
• 7.88” LENGTH
• 5.42” HEIGHT
• MSRP: $978

 Features:
• Flared and lowered ejection port to eliminate hangups
• Throated forged steel barrel for added durability 
• Standard slide stop for safety 
• Skeletal combat hammer and combat trigger for sleek aesthetics 
• Rear slide serration for a better grip 
• Stippled front strap serration for grip enhancement 
• Lifetime service contract for original owner
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Ever since I joined Junior Shooters’ shooting team, I’ve gotten 
a lot of really amazing opportunities, and the most recent one is 
Adventure IQ’s Kids’ Survival Camp. It was in some ways a lot 
different than I expected but was a great experience.

Adventure IQ is a camp held once a year in the summer by Rob 
Anderson, a former Air Force ground combat instructor, Security 
Forces instructor, and Desert Storm veteran, along with a group 
of volunteers: Dan Drake, Travis Rosenberry, Nate Corson, Scott 
McGann, Scott Drayton, Greg Barron, and Bruce Cooper, plus 
others.  The camp is aimed at teaching kids some basics in survival 
in case something happens and we don’t have the things around 
that we normally rely on.

When we first got to the camp, we had to check in, and every 
kid was given a bandanna, a multitool, and a canteen. There were 
around 50 kids at the camp this year. They started camp with the 
pledge, and then we divided into groups for our first activities.

     My group went to water purification first. We learned about 
different ways to purify water and the different sicknesses we 
could get if we took water from a lake or stream without purifying 
it. We got to use pumps to purify water for our canteens (we each 
got a new canteen at check-in. We actually took water from a horse 
trough to drink - something I’d never do without knowing how to 
purify. Water is our most basic need, so knowing what to do when 
clean water isn’t available is very important.  

Once water purification was done, we switched to our next 
station which covered overnight survival. They went over what 
we would need in our survival packs, and a little bit on how to stop 
bleeding and first aid. We also learned about how far we should 
stray from our camps so we don’t risk getting lost in the first place.

    Then the two groups we were in divided into four groups, and 
we went to our next stations. My group went to fish cleaning. Scott 
McGann from Scooter’s Youth Hunting Camp showed us how to 
clean fish and prepare them to be cooked. They showed us how to 
clean the fish in two cuts and helped us put them on the fire to cook 
them with lunch.  

The next station was shelters and signaling. We got to partner 
up and try to use mirrors to catch and shine the sunlight at our 
partners. We then were shown different types of shelters and in 
which weather conditions they would work best in. My group 
partnered up again and started building with only two poles in the 
ground to act as our trees and tarps, Para cord rope, and stakes. It 
was harder then it looked since we had to fit two people. They also 

By Ashley Rumble (13)

gave free space blankets to every kid at that station
     Next we had lunch. The groups that cooked fish were able to 

take one with lunch if they wanted. They also put rabbit that they 
had harvested earlier that day into the chili. I also got to talk to 
Rob, the owner of Adventure IQ Kids’ Survival Camp, and hear 
about some of the cool stuff he had done while in the military. This 
guy has really been around, and listening to some of his stories 
was as educational as the rest of the day’s activities.  He has had 
a pretty great career teaching some of America’s military how to 
survive. After a good lunch, we moved on to our next stations.

ADVENTURE IQ
KIDS’ 
CAMP
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    My group’s next station was slingshots. They were definitely 
harder than they looked to shoot the first few times, but once I got 
the hang of it, they were fun to shoot. After that, we moved on to 
our final station, fire making. At the fire-making station, he showed 
us how to baton with a knife and a stick to make smaller pieces 
of wood. We got to use a Light My Fire to light small starters like 
cotton balls, garden twine, and cattail. We were also shown how to 
be safe with fire, because we don’t want anything else catching on 
fire.

             After everyone was done with their stations, we all 
gathered around in one big group and Rob talked about how good 
it was to have us there and how grateful he was for all the people 
who helped put the camp on. They gave away prizes, too — three 
slingshots and a survival pack with a Light My Fire and a Mora 
knife. The kids who got them were very excited. We also took a 
group picture holding up the sponsor flags.

All and all, it was a really interesting and fun experience 
that I would do again. It was a nice change of pace from all the 
competitions and shooting matches that I’ve been doing. I learned 
a lot and got to meet some really cool people.  If you ever get 
the chance, you should definitely check it out. I can’t wait to go 
camping and try out a few of the things I learned.  You can see 
more of what Rob does at www.Adventure-IQ.com.

Thank you, Rob, and all the other people that help put this great 
camp on!

KIDS’ 
CAMP

 If you ever get the chance, you 
should definitely check it out.
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Umarex Airsoft Guns 

WOW! You mean I can practice 3-Gun indoors using airsoft? 
You bet you can!
In trying to determine more ways of being able to teach 

proper shooting techniques and practice for 3-Gun, we took a 
look at airsoft. We wanted something we could do indoors, that 
was inexpensive, especially in the form of ammunition, and 
something that could mirror actual 3-Gun stages. We found this 
with using airsoft guns from Umarex and the Forward Movement 
facility in Meridian, Idaho.

We chose airsoft guns from Umarex for a variety of reasons. 
They have a wide variety of airsoft rifles and pistols, excellent 
quality, and some of the MSR/AR type of rifles could be 
modified to match rifle combinations we use in 3-Gun. Umarex 
also came forward to support our efforts.

We took one of their Elite Force M4 CQB AEG (we decided 
to use electric so we didn’t have additional costs of CO2 or gas), 
removed the forearm and replaced it with an Odin Works Key 
Mod forearm. We then installed an Alpen fixed, 4X Kodiak scope 
using a WARNE RAMP scope mount and placed Magpul sights 
on the offset picatinny rails. We now had a 3-Gun rifle very 
similar to the ones we set up for the juniors to shoot in 3-Gun. 
This gun works exceptionally well, as do the other Umarex Elite 
Force rifles and pistols we received.

Training has been very beneficial. It is easier, less costly, and 
can be accomplished inside out of the weather. It is excellent for 
starting someone new on shooting stances, holding the firearm, 
safely moving through a stage, muzzle control, and function. 
Even the more experienced juniors and adults have learned from 
it and enjoy the competition.

Don’t forget SAFETY! Wear glasses all the time, even 
spectators. Airsoft BBs can bounce! A BB in the eye can blind 
someone. Treat airsoft guns with the respect you do a regular 
firearm. Practice safety, muzzle control, and use safety flags. The 
Range Officers (ROs) should operate as if they are running a 
regular 3-Gun match.

 3 Gun 
Training

&

Wow



L to R: Bryson Smith, Kierra Smith, Ben Moody.

Proud editor’s 
grandson, Andy, 
holding an Umarex 
rifle.

17Volume 22 WINTER 2015

Umarex Airsoft Guns 
Junior Shooters magazine has been 

training for 3-Gun competition at the 
Forward Movement Training Center in 
Meridian, Idaho, using a new method — 
airsoft! Because airsofts are a cheaper 
way to practice compared to expensive 
live rounds, we are able to practice for a 
longer length of time as well as indoors. 
Besides a tremendous amount of fun, 
they are also a great tool for new shooters 
to be taught the mechanics of a firearm 
without actually handling one or having 
to deal with recoil. 

The majority of the airsofts we use are 
the Umarex Elite Force brand of airsoft. 
All of the guns are powered with green 
gas, CO2, or batteries. The realistic 
Elite Force AR platform is by far my 
favorite, and as an added bonus, most of 
the accessories I use on my own rifle are 
compatible! We use the Elite Force 1911 
for a pistol. The CO2-powered, blow-
back action on this pistol adds to the 

already lifelike look and feel of a 1911. We are soon hoping to add an 
airsoft shotgun to complete the 3-Gun setup.

The juniors use a variety of targets that are built for airsoft, such as 
a round, knock-over target and a miniature Texas star! We also use the 
standard paper silhouettes that you see at almost every match. The 3-Gun 
airsoft stages that we have set up in the Forward Movement facility 
have been much like what you would see at a range. One of my favorite 
stages that we set up was inside a mockup house at the facility. The 
stage required us to run up a flight of stairs to reach the final targets! 
These realistic setups are important in teaching us how to plan through 
complex stages and, most importantly, how to run a stage safely with a 
firearm. 

In conclusion, training with airsofts has been a fun and beneficial form 
of training, and I look forward to shooting them more often. I would 
like to thank Junior Shooters magazine, Umarex, and Matt Schneider of 
Forward Movement for their continued support of Junior Shooters and 
the shooting sports.

By Andy Fink, Ben Moody (16), Kierra 
Smith (13), and Bryson Smith (15)Ben Moody (16)

AWESOME
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The airsoft 3-Gun training was a really good learning experience. It taught me a little of what to expect in a match, too. I think it 
was a lot of fun without the pressure of having a big crowd around watching me. Instead, it was just my friends I was training with.

I also learned how to adjust the sights of an airsoft rifle. I liked the training a lot just because it was fun to compete against each 
other for the better score. I liked it when we had multiple stages because it was fun to be able to switch through stages and not have 
to do one over and over again. I hope we get a lot of chances to do this again because, all in all, I had a really great time and it was 
a great learning experience.

For the past year, Junior Shooters has been practicing, when we get the chance, with 3-Gun airsoft. I would have to say that I enjoy 
it very much and want to thank Forward Movement Training Center for allowing us to practice at their wonderful facility. The last 
few months we have been practicing without a shotgun because we do not have one just yet, but that still does not refrain us from 
practicing rifle and pistol. 

Usually when we practice, there will be at least two stages that will require pistol or rifle, or both. Most of the time, I come out with 
the second-best score to my fellow shooter and friend, Benjamin Moody. It really makes it fun though for him to beat me because it 
shows me that I need to practice more, and someday I will be able to beat him.

Kierra Smith (13)

Wow

Bryson SMITH (15)



For complete details and a redemption form, go to hornady.com.
Offer good Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015. Some restrictions apply.

1-308-382-1390 | hornady.com

Receive 500 FREE bullets when 
purchasing any of these qualifying 
Lock-N-Load® products:

• Ammo Plant
• AP™ Press
• Classic™ Kit
• Classic™ Kit Deluxe
• Classic™ Kit with Auto Charge
• Precision Reloaders Kit
• Hot Tub Sonic Cleaner™

• Case Prep Center

Receive 100 FREE bullets when purchasing any 
of these qualifying Lock-N-Load® products:
• Custom Grade™ Dies • Quick Trickle™ 
• Case Prep Trio • Balance Beam Scale
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800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 

©2015 Magpul Industries Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Magpul holds a Trademark on all of its product names and logos.The following products are trademarks of Magpul Industries Corporation, registered in the U.S. and other countries: Magpul, PMAG.

PMAG
®

PMAG
®

PMAG D-60
DRUM MAG
The PMAG D-60 is a 
durable, lightweight and 
highly reliable 60-round 
5.56x45 NATO/.223 
Remington polymer 
magazine for AR15/M4 
compatible fi rearms.
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By Max Friedman (13)After attending my second year of 
USPSA Area 8 Junior Camp, I realized that 
it was just as great as the first year. I was 
able to reconnect with old friends and make 
new ones. There is nothing better than 
having friends who share the same passion 
as you. It was really great to work with 
Todd Jarrett, Carrie Carlson, and Steve 
Thomas again.  They were able to extend 
their teachings from last year while also 
incorporating new lessons. The instructors 
work really hard to create a fun but safe 
environment. They also work hard to give 
each and every kid at the camp the attention 
that they need.  All of the instructors at 
camp were amazing and came from far 
away just to do their part in helping out the 
future generation of shooters.

 All of the kids at camp were friendly 
and enthusiastic about shooting. Being 
surrounded by other kids that are in the 
same sport is very helpful. It allows you 

make in your life.
On the first day of camp, you come in 

and spend some time just talking with the 
coaches about stuff like safety and how 
to handle your firearm. Then the coaches 
demonstrate drills and let you try them 
yourself. On day two, you practice more 
drills and end the day by shooting a USPSA 
stage that they set up that incorporates all 
of the things you have learned at the camp. 
My favorite drill was when we practiced 
transitioning from running on the move 
to stationary shooting, and I really liked 
the part of the stage we ran on the second 
day when you had to hit these targets that 
were hidden behind barrels. One of the best 
parts about the whole camp experience was 
getting to hang out with other kids who 
share the same interest as me, and I can’t 
wait until I go back next year.

to learn from each other and share your 
experiences with each other. You are really 
able to connect and bond with the others at 
the camp because we all share a common 
interest.  The camp was held at Lower 
Providence Rod & Gun Club, which is a 
really awesome range that was gracious 
enough to host the camp for the second 
year in a row. Without their support, this 
camp wouldn’t be possible. At my first year 
of camp, we decided not to stay at the hotel 
near the camp, but this year we did, and I 
have to say that it was so much better to do 
this because it is right down the street from 
the range so you don’t have to get up super 
early. It also gives you a chance to hang 
out with kids from camp. You can hang out 
in the pool or lobby with them or even eat 
at one of the nearby restaurants with them. 
Some of the friends you make at this camp 
may be some of the greatest friends you’ll 

  My     
  Second   
  Year at 
USPSA     
Camp
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By Coach MichaelSacks

Hi fellow shooters! Today I am parked 
in front of my computer to review a scope 
I have been shooting with for a couple of 
months. This is not as fun as using it, but I do 
like to talk about things I find that work well. 

In my opinion, Sightmark has been a 
manufacturer of optics suited for shooters 
on a limited budget. When things cost less, 
it usually limits the quality of the product. 
That being said, Sightmark has always found 
a way to keep their prices very low, yet offer 
some great stuff.

The Pinnacle 1-6x24 is something I 
did not expect from Sightmark. I am not 
being negative, it is just that I expected an 
inexpensive okay optic. Boy, was I surprised. 

Being made in Japan, I expect high-quality 
glass. The Pinnacle has just that. Nice and 
bright with an excellent field of view. The 
eyepiece diameter is constructed so that 
when you look through the scope there is a 
rather thin defining black area that is visible 
when you look through the scope and then 
around it. It makes an easy transition. 

It rates high on the cool factor list, too. It 
looks good.

You have your choice between capped or 
exposed turrets. 

This scope is designed for the 300 
Blackout Cartridge. That says a lot. The 300 
AAC is a tough cartridge for which to set up 
a reticle. If you are not familiar with the 300 
Blackout, let me tell you a bit about it. It is a 
.30 caliber bullet that fits into a 223/556 type 
of case. What you have is a bullet weight 
that is at least twice as heavy as the largest 
556 bullets. I shoot supersonic loads using 
a 147-grain bullet, and for subsonic I use 
185-220-grain bullets. There are tremendous 
differences in the flight path between sub 
and supersonic. Making a scope that works 
for both impacts at different distances AND 
is easy to use took some super engineering! 

Included with the scope is a set of ballistic 

Sightmark’s 
Pinnacle 

1-6X24 
AAC Scope

matched BDC dials for both 125-grain and 
220-grain bullet weights. The print is small 
on the dials, so I had a bit of a problem 
seeing them. 

The reticle has defined settings for both 
red and green. The brightness settings for 
each have a 1-5 scale. I would like to see 
them brighter. I found at 1X the center dot/
reticle would almost wash out on a bright 
day. On higher power there was no problem. 
I also found that because the etched reticle 
is rather fine, at 1X I had to keep the reticle 
lit so I could see it. It is only the very center 
part of the reticle that is lit. I like that, too.

The scope has an MSRP of $1,199.97. It 
puts it into the price range of other scopes 
like the Vortex Razor HD and the Leupold 
VX-6 1-6X24. It is a quality optic and is 
very usable.

I like it. Presently, I have an Aimpoint 
300BLK on my 300BLK rifle. This scope 
gives me more. The Aimpoint works 
well for more of a CQB application. The 
Pinnacle 1-6X24 is a real scope that allows 
me to engage targets out to 800 yards with 
the 300 Blackout round. Well done. 

Thanks, and always put safety first!

By Mike Sacks



Sightmark’s 
Pinnacle 

1-6X24 
AAC Scope

Reticle Type CDC-300 
MOA Adjustment (one click) 1/2
Reticle Color Red and Green 
Maximum Recoil (G’s) 800G 
Illuminated Yes 
Battery Life (hours) 50-900 
Reticle Brightness Settings 0-5 
Battery Voltage (V) 3 
Finish/Color Matte Black 
Sunshade No 
Magnification (x) 1-6 
Waterproof/Nitrogen-filled Yes 
Objective Lens Diameter (mm) 24 
Shockproof Yes 
Eyepiece Diameter (mm) 33 
Fog Proof Yes 
Exit Pupil Diameter (mm) 24-4 
Focal Plane First 
Eye Relief (mm) 103-103 
IP Standard IP67 
Field of View (m@100m) 29.7-5.2 
Body Material High-Grade Aluminum 
Field of view (ft@100yd) 90-15.9 
Lens Material/Type Glass 
Diopter Adjustment ±3.5 
Lens Coatings Fully Multi-Coated 
Tube Diameter (mm) 30 
Battery Type CR2032 
Parallax Setting (yds) 100 
Storage/Operating Temp(°F) -20 to 160 
Windage Adj.Range (MOA) 140 
Length (mm) 260 
Ele.Adj.Range (MOA) 140 w. (mm) 73.5 
Windage & Elevation Lock Yes 
Height (mm) 56 
Weight (oz) 20.4 
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